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PRESIDENT HUGHES ISSUES
INTERNATIONAL CHALLENGE

University of San Diego President Author E. Hughes
today (Sept. 6) called for an increased emphasis on
international affairs in the university's curriculum.
In a speech to some 400 USD faculty and administrators
.at USD's Camino Theater, he challenged them to develop
international academic programs to meet the growing demand
for a global education.
"I suggest this community seriously consider as part of
the education of all its undergraduate students the addition
of an international dimension," said Hughes.

(The university

already offers several international programs at the
graduate level and an undergraduate major in international
relations.)
Hughes said that higher education's response to the
growing need of international curriculum has been fragmented
and that there are biases to overcome. "Some institutions
have increased their language requirements and some have
gone so far as to require a foreign language. Other
institutions have gone the 'institute route' --Center for
the Study of World Culture; or an Institute for East-West
Relations, and so on.
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"At USD, we have followed suit in providing several
foreign residency programs, a Center or two, and for some
undergraduates, a foreign language.

(Business majors are

exempted from the language requirement.)
"I don't speak of these efforts perjoratively, but are
we responding to the greater needs of our society now and in
the future?"
He did, however, point out that USD faculty has
expressed increasing interest in an international
curriculum.
"We Americans," Hughes continued, "who have been highly
provincial in our view of world affairs --for those who have
a view of world affairs at all -- are going to have to
change. More than a single course in international relations
is necessary to tear down the provincial mentality of U.S.
students ...
"I do not intend to offer a prescription for
internationalizing the curriculum, but I do understand the
world is becoming increasingly smaller and we are becoming
increasingly interdependent upon other countries socially,
politically and economically."
USD, he said, "because of its size, composition and
location, is in a position to attack the problem."
Today's speech marks the first time in Hughes' 15 years
as president of the university that he delivered an opening-

(

of-school address to faculty, administrators and their
spouses. He did so because of the new directions the
MO RE

university is taking and because of the growth of USD's
faculty and administration.
For a copy of the complete text of President Hughes'
speech, contact John Nunes at 260,4600, ext. 4296.
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